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God is still speaking, yall 


Learning and Gathering Opportunities for This Week 


A Comment from Char 


During the past two weeks, there have lots of protests, speeches, emotions 
shared. Below are comments from three members of our churches who were 
involved in protests: 


e “If we’re going to die by simply being black, why not die standing for what 
you believe is right!” (Shared by a young person) 

e “They were going to loot... We recognize that these actions can lead to 
terroristic charges for these young people and that's something that could 
change the course of their lives forever. I'm convinced some of these 
demonstrations are organized by outside agitators who don't care about 
what happens to these young people." 

e “Walking with the help of my Rollator. | may have had the distinction of 
being one of the oldest people there!” 


There is much yet to process — and then begins the hard work of making things 
right! 


For All Clergy — An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 


Tuesdays in June (9, 16, 23, 30) - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. Central). As 
protests continue, people listening and questioning during the COVID-19 
pandemic, how are things going? How can we help each other? Zoom link: 
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https ://zoom.us/j/479440102 


Re-Opening of Churches — Conversation Continues for all Church 
Leaders 


As situations regarding COVID-19 keep changing, moderators and church 
leaders are invited to join in the continued conversation about when and how 
church buildings re-open and in-person worship resumes. Everyone is welcome 
to join the conversation. Join us on Monday, June 15 at 7:00 pm Eastern / 
6:00 pm Central via Zoom. Register online here. 


COVID-19 Resources 


COVID-19 Resources, including a suggested phase-in plan, can be located on 
the Conference website, under COVID-19 resources. 


Pandemic grants for churches added to UCC National Setting 
COVID-19 relief response 


The United Church of Christ National Setting is offering financial assistance to 
local churches whose ministries have been challenged by the novel coronavirus 
pandemic. As one, the national officers have collectively identified $2.6 million 
in COVID-19 relief, $1.5 million in loans that will be administered through the 
Cornerstone Fund and another $1.1 million in micro-grants. The grant 
application process opens June 1. Grant money will be available through the 
process detailed on the UCC website. 


We want to highlight one type of grant provided through UCC Disaster 
Ministries and is disbursed through the Southeast Conference. It is called UCC 
COVID-19 Conference Recovery Grant. This is specifically designed to meet 
the needs created or worsened due to COVID-19 in communities hardest hit by 
the pandemic. The grants aid churches in their efforts to provide assistance to 
individuals and families (not churches themselves). The Conference actually 
needs to apply for the funds from Disaster Ministries. So please let me know if 
your church could benefit by such a grant so that the Conference can make an 
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application. 


Special Event: Conference Unity Worship June 20 


Save the Dates for a special Conference-wide worship event on Saturday, 
June 20, 2020 at 11:00 am Eastern / 10:00 am Central. 


The Southeast Conference’s Annual Meeting has been postponed, but we will 
still gather online for a Conference Unity Worship Event: Being the Church 
in a Pandemic World. There will be opportunities to hear from one another 
both through word and song as we share how we are being the Church in our 
communities during these difficult times. 


Click here for the invitation to the event from Revs. JR Finney and Char Burch. 
You can RSVP to the worship service as well as find more information here! 


Copyright © 2020 Southeast Conference, UCC, All rights reserved. 


Want to change how you receive these emails? 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=cf8b07caec Page 3 of 3 


